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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fuel tank assembly for a motor vehicle having a body, 
a body floor and a pair of parallel chassis frame rails supporting the body, the fuel tank 
assembly comprising: 

a fuel tank supported between the frame rails under the body floor; and 

a filler neck having an inlet on a side of the motor vehicle, the filler neck 
connecting the inlet to the fuel tank over one of the pair of parallel chassis 
frame rails and under the body floor adjacent the chassis frame rail, and 
the filler neck having a varying cross sect i ona l profi l o - frorn tho inlot to the 
f uoUank a circular cross sectional profile adjacent the inlet, flattening to an 
oblong cross sectional shape without loss of cross sectional area where 
the filler neck passes over one of the frame rails to fit between the frame 
rail and floor and resuming a circular cross sectiona l shape adjacent the 
fuel tank . 

2. (Canceled). 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently amended) The fuel tank assembly as claimed In claim 1 3, the filler 
neck having a greater cross sectional area adjacent the fuel tank than adjacent the inlet. 
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5. (Currently amended) A motor vehicle comprising: 

a chassis including a pair of spaced, parallel frame rails from front to rear of 
the vehicle; 

a vehicle body having a floor supported from the pair of spaced, parallel 
frame rails leaving a« spacing between the floor and the frame rails; 

a fuel tank positioned between the pair of spaced, parallel frame rails; and 

a filler neck having an inlet along a side of the motor vehicle, an outlet to the 
fuel tank and an intermediate section connecting the inlet to the outlet over 
one of the frame rails and below the floor, the intermediate section having 
a different cross sectional shape between the floor and the frame rail to fit 
between the frame rail and floor without loss of cross sectional area and 
with in tho intormodiato coct i on than adjacont tho inlot and outle t the cross 
sectional area of the filler neck increas ing from the intermediate section to 
the outlet . 

6. (Canceled). 

7. (Currently Amended) The motor vehicle of claim 5 6, the filler neck further 
comprising: 

a cross sectional area which increases in otopo from- toc portion of tho filler 
nook adjacent the inlet to the intermediate section. 
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8. (Original) The motor vehicle of claim 7, the filler neck further comprising: 
the portions of the filler neck adjacent the inlet and the outlet being circular. 

9. (Original) The motor vehicle of claim 8, the filler neck further comprising: 
the intermediate section of filler neck being oblong. 



7 



PAGE 7/11 * RCVD AT 10/25/2005 2:49:08 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/28* DN1S:2738300 * CSID:630 753 2261 * DURATION (mm-ss):0340 



